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	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

6. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

7. Literature helps to shape human thought.

8. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

9. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

10. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

11. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

12. Culture affects the way language is used.

13. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

14. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

15. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.
3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Freud and Literature

	Essential Question:  How does literature reflect Sigmund Freud’s theory of personality?


	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the major elements of Freudian psychoanalytic theory.

	Understand the relationship of Freudian theory to literary criticism.

	Understand the Oedipus complex as depicted in literature.

	Understand Freudian dream symbolism in literature.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Freudian interpretations of literary works, movies, fairy tales, etc. (practice)

· Personal dream analysis

· Applying Freud’s theory of the psychodynamic struggle to The Cat in the Hat

	Suggested Assessments
	· Freudian interpretations of literary works, movies, fairy tales, etc. 

	Suggested Resources
	· Short stories: “My Oedipus Complex,” “The Rocking-Horse Winner,” “Paul’s Case,” “The Yellow Wallpaper,” “Young Goodman Brown”

· Movies/ Video: The Simpsons, “Homer vs. Lisa and the Eighth Commandment”; Psycho
· Books: The Cat in the Hat, Where the Wild Things Are
· Various fairy tales

· Illustrated dreams

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Psychodynamic struggle, Freud, dreams, Oedipus complex

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Conformity and Dissonance

	Essential Questions:  What effect do social pressures have on behavior?  How do groups influence the behavior of individuals?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand conformity and dissonance

	Know the three levels at which people conform

	Know the factors influencing the tendency to conform

	Understand cognitive dissonance and understand its role in behavior

	Understand the various sources of social power and its effect on the individual


	Suggested Strategies
	· Conduct a version of the Asch experiment 

· Observe how social power operates in the high school setting

· Identify the sources of social power

· Explore opinions on conformity – Why is it necessary?  How does it help society function?  When does it hurt?

· Identify the varying ways social power affects those who have it and those who yield to it.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a literary analysis tracing the changing motivations of several characters.

· Find and analyze an example of conformity in the real world.   

	Suggested Resources
	· The Crucible, Twelve Angry Men, Dead Poets Society (movie)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Conformity, social power

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


The Individual Against Society

	Essential Questions:  What possibilities and choices are available for the individual within social systems that are unequal and hierarchical? What tensions and freedoms are associated with being a member of society?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the common methods of treatment for mental illness used over time

	Know the history of treatment for mental illness

	Understand sexual and social-political subtext in a contemporary novel


	Suggested Strategies
	· Peer- and self-assess essays using established rubric.
· Compare and contrast the ways different characters deal with social pressures.
· Compare and contrast story-telling technique in different media; i.e. novel and film.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write an analysis essay using a scale of psychological normalcy to evaluate the changes in various characters.

	Suggested Resources
	· One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Bell Jar, “Much Madness is Divinest Sense,” Emily Dickinson

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· http://tewt.org/onecuckoosnest.html

	Content Vocabulary
	· Sanity, insanity

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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